[Quantitative aspects of metazoan parasites communities of American harvestfish, Peprilus paru (Linnaeus,1758) (Perciformes: Stromateidae), from the coastal zone of the State of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil].
Eighty and one specimens of Peprilus paru (Linnaeus,1758) (Perciformes: Stromateidae), collected from the coastal zone of the State of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil (21-23 degrees S, 41-45 degrees W) were necropsied between January 2003 to September 2003 to study their infracommunities of metazoan parasites. All fish were parasitized by two or more metazoan. Were collected eight species of metazoans parasites: four digeneans (Aponurus laguncula, Opechona sp. Lecithocladium sp. e Acanthocolphoides sp.), two nematodes (Hystherothylacium sp. e Raphidascaris sp.), one monogenean (Microcotyle sp.) and one copepod (Caligus sp.). No parasite species showed significant correlation between the body total length of the host and their abundance. The evaluation of the effect of host on parasite abundance and prevalence not showed significant results. The parasite species presented an aggregated distribution pattern. The metazoan parasite community of P. paru is characterized by the high species diversity and high values os prevalence. One pair adult endoparasites presented association.